ACM Response to Staying Safe Consultation
Introduction
The Association for College Management is the TUC affiliated trade union and professional association that champions, represents and supports managers in the post-16 education and training sector. Our membership embraces academic and business managers at several levels including principals. The Association and its members warmly welcome the concerted efforts being made by government and local bodies to ensure the safety of children and young people. We also welcome the opportunity to contribute to the consultation from the perspective of those working with children and young people in further education colleges.

We strongly endorse the points made by the Association of Colleges in its position paper on this consultation. This was published in its Learning and Quality Briefings 32/07 and 36/07 and outlined the points it intended to make in its response to the consultation. 

Key Points
In particular we wish to highlight the following key points:

1. The Staying Safe document makes some references to further education but it is largely focused on schools. Many of the children and young people it is seeking to protect will be full-time students in FE colleges or attend colleges as part of collaborative arrangements with schools. This is likely to increase with the introduction of the new 14-19 Diplomas. The final document should therefore acknowledge more fully the role of FE colleges in ensuring the safety of children and young people.

2. One way in which this could be done is by using examples of good practice from FE colleges as well as schools. For example, policies and practices relating to the safe use of the internet and to bullying have been developed for further education and they are likely to be more effective for older children and young people than those that have been developed in the schools context. The Association of Colleges response will amplify these points.

3. The consultation document notes in paragraph 2.15 that children or other young people are responsible for a significant proportion of child abuse. This draws attention to the point that colleges not only need to vet their staff but also to have robust arrangements in place to reduce the risk of students abusing other students. The recent NIACE publication Safer practice, safer learning is an excellent guide to a whole-organisation approach to safeguarding vulnerable adults. It has much to contribute to promoting the safety of children and young people generally in further education.
4. And finally we wish to reinforce the point being made by the Association of Colleges that further education colleges must be represented on Local Safeguarding Children Boards. We understand from our members that this is not always the case. Such representation is essential, not just desirable, and this should be reflected in the requirements for the composition of the Boards.
